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ence of the species. The feelings inherited by the
egoistic hedonist are assessed by him at their pleas-
ure-value. But such feelings would never have been
acquired by his ancestors, had they tested each ger-
minal emotion m the same way, and so restrained
self-sacrifice for offspring and fellow-men. Perhaps
they did not clearly see or realise what their pleas-
ure consisted in, or accurately distinguish it from
family or tribal welfare; but, through this defi-
ciency of imagination; the feelings were able to
grow and perpetuate themselves, which have tended
to the preservation and consolidation of society,
nor of             Nor can we gather from evolution any ethical

hedonism, argument leading to egoism as the principle or end
for conduct 3 and it is worthy of remark that the
proof attempted by the late Mr Barratt is un-
affected by his recognition of the theory of evolu-
tion as applied to mind, depending on definitions
and axioms which hold (if at all) for the individual
man. Pleasure is defined by him as "that state
of consciousness which follows upon the unimpeded
performance (as such) of its function by one or
more of the parts of our organism,"1 and the
good is forthwith identified with pleasure, by it$
being shown that it is a " state of consciousness,"
and that it " results from the due performance of
function (as such)."2 But the " due3 performance

1 Physical Ethics, p 12.                              a Ibid., p. 17.

3 In the word " due" an idea of worth is involved    Probably